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prominent in the 1tSh)and 2(t)h century. The major part (ca. 65 %) of its area is still
unaffected (Cadastre, 199%evertheless, forests were intensively cut durieg r
cent 3 centuries. The development of agriculture launched transformation of forest
ecosystems in the river valleys. Logging entailed changes in the forest stock. In the
Vychegda basin young and midelged forests occupy ca. 43 % of afforested area.
Earlier, 80% of forests in the Mezen basin were coniferous. Afteredablong
logging affecting ca. 800 thousand hectares, the young derivative forests consist of
80-85% of birch and aspen. Since 19886 thegeneral economic situation in Ru
sia got worse. There was a deep crisis in the timber complex. Forest ecosystems
also got disturbed during exploitation of -alhdgas fields. Today, logging was
performed on 225% of total afforested area in the Pechasif. The analysis of
recent state of populations of game animal species, and the analysis of mdrvey a
tivities of various organizations testifies to reduction of all relevant indices. B
sides, mineral extraction actively changes the landscapes duritaptl® years.
Industrial activities withdraw grasslands from agricultural use, destroy soils and
vegetation cover far beside the drilling grounds, contaminate soils and plants, leave
rubbish, flood the lands, burn grass, break grasslands into fragmdnisatAe-
sults in reducing productivity of grasslands and lower quality of forage. Extensive
reindeer herding (prevailing in the last decades) also digresses the grasstands, lo
ers the productivity of plant communities, reduces forage stock, deformgutie s
ture of reindeer nutrition, decreases |
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cln t he Pechor a Ri ver basin Integ
(PRISM), Russian and Netherlands partners work together towards the elaboration
of policy alternatives for integrated river basmanagement, based on the wise use
principles. The project centres around the elaboration of a Decision Suppert Sy
tem for an integrated impact assessment of policy alternatives on ecology; econ
my and social values. The assessment will be based on a soendfic unde-
standing of ecological relationships between tHBoéic and biotic spheres, Bo
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nected and interrelated through the water environment. The PRISM projezt ther
fore organized a government & private gas and oil sector stakeholder stutty tour
the Netherlands, with the purpose to exchange both positive and negativie exper
ences of largscale industrial development in western Europe. Its consequences
for nature, natural resources and the predagtintegrated approach towards water
managementresources use and conservation at the basin level was a central issue.
During the study tour, contacts were established between the stakeholders and both
leading Netherlands government agencies as well as private sector corporations
and NGOG s boththeocbngegvdtion and exploitation of natural resources.

Throughout the ZtE‘)century, forests and other valuable natural resources like
fish, gas, oil, coal and minerals were increasingly commercially exploited. As a
further growth of the industriagxploitation of natural resources is foreseen in the
near future, the regional government conservation authorities expressed the urgent
need for a strategy on sustainable regional development, paying due attention to
the conservation of the unique natwadalth still present in the region. Thessu
tainable use of natural resources in the Pechora basin depends besideslthe deve
opment of adequate policy decisions largely on a proper understanding of cause
effect relationships between human interferences aondystem functioning, of
knowledge on the spectre of wise use and conservation options availablesto stak
holders.

The Pechora river, located in the neeihstern part of European Russia, is
the only European river comparable in dimensions with the rivereRhat is vi-
tually undisturbed by human influences. Up to date, the complete varietynof Sal
onides occurring in Europe (12 species) still occur in this river. The delta of the
Pechora river is an important stoger site and breeding area for migratbigds
wintering in western Europe and Africa. Taiga forests predominantly coveethe P
chora basin, a relative large of which are maturegotaivth forests, undisturbed by
logging activities today or in the past. The virgin forests on the western slopes of
the Ur al mount ains are recognized as a
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tedmMCOdRRd d2O tojcedtsdzOdz desdz Etetso dzj wog dzw |
s ydydsg " M “oaQdptdsciigse " = Slsdetsh j dzd 2tc -1 dzv
tedlststedd [2, M. 981].
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